
 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time -  year c                      21 July, 2019 
 Readings next weekend:  Gen 18:20-32,  Col 2:12-14, Lk 11:1-13  

Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI 
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Tea Tree Gully Parish - St David’s Church 
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Under the care of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate   

email: teatreeguy@oblates.com.au 

G O D ’ S  F I N G E R  I N  O U R  L I V E S  

The problem in the world and in the churches, Jim Wallis suggests, is that, perennially, conservatives get 
it wrong and liberals (over-reacting to conservatives) then don’t get it at all. Nowhere is this truer, I be-
lieve, than in how we discern the finger of God in the events of our lives. 

Jesus tells us to discern the finger of God in our lives by reading the signs of the times. What’s meant by 
that? The idea isn’t so much that we look to every kind of social, political, and religious analysis to try to 
understand what’s going on in the world, but rather that we look at every event in our lives, personal or 
global, and ask ourselves: What’s God saying to me this event? What’s God saying to us in this event? 

An older generation understood this as trying to attune itself to the workings of “divine providence”.  That 
practice goes back to biblical times. When we read the bible, we see that for God’s people nothing hap-
pened that was understood as being purely secular or religiously neutral. Rather in every event, be it ever 
so accidental and secular, they saw the finger of God. For example, they believed that if they lost a war, it 
wasn’t because the other side had superior soldiers, but rather that God had somehow engineered this to 
teach them a lesson. Or if they were hit by drought it was because God had actively stopped the heavens 
from raining, again to teach them a lesson. 

Now it’s easy to misunderstand this because, frequently, in writing this up, the sacred authors give the im-
pression that God actively caused the event. That’s their wording, though not their intent or meaning. The 
bible does not intend to teach us that God causes wars or stops the heavens from raining; it accepts that 
they’re the result of natural contingency. The lesson is only that God speaks through them. 

And it’s here where conservatives tend to get it wrong and liberals tend to miss the point.  A recent exam-
ple of this is the reaction of certain religious circles, conservative and liberal, to the outbreak of AIDS. 
When AIDS first broke out, a number of strong conservative religious voices spoke out saying that AIDS 
was God’s punishment on us for our sexual promiscuity, particularly for homosexuality. Liberal religious 
voices, for their part, were so turned off by this that their response was: God has nothing to do with this! 

Both need a lesson on the workings of divine providence. Religious conservatives are wrong in their inter-
pretation: God does not cause AIDS to punish us for sexual promiscuity. Conversely, religious liberals are 
also wrong in saying that this has nothing to do with God. God doesn’t cause AIDS (or any other disease) 
but God speaks through AIDS and every other disease. Our religious task is to discern the message. 
What’s God saying to us through this? 

James Mackey teaches that divine providence is a conspiracy of accidents through which God 
speaks. Frederick Buechner teases this out a little further by saying: “This does not mean that God makes 
events happen to us which move us in certain directions like chessmen. Instead, events happen under their 
own steam as random as rain, which means that God is present in them not as their cause but as the one 
who even in the hardest and most hair-raising of them offers us the possibility of that new life and healing 
which I believe is what salvation is.”   

God is always speaking to us in every event in our lives. For a Christian, there’s no such a thing as a pure-
ly secular experience. The event may be the result of purely secular and contingent forces but it contains a 
religious message for us, always. Our task is to read that message. 
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The Partners of Veterans Association of Australia Inc – South Australia Branch Inc proudly presents…                                             
AUSTRALIAN MADE 

featuring The Band of the 10th/27th Battalion 

P.V.A.SA welcome your support and attendance at our family friendly fundraising concert. The renowned Band of the 10 th/27th 
Battalion, Royal South Australia Regiment have represented Australia at the Edinburgh Tattoo in Scotland. They will perform music 
featuring Australian Artists that have helped shape our great Nation.   See notice boards for further information. 

YFC conference experience.  

"You may recall the fundraising drive held recently for the Youth For Christ Conference.  

It was a huge success. From 5-7 July, 300+ youth from around Australia came to Adelaide to share our 

knowledge and love for the Blessed Trinity. With our conference theme ‘Come and See’, displayed through 

inspiring talks and praise and worship, we deepened our understanding on what it means to be Catholic.  

On behalf of the YFC Leadership, we thank you for your generous support and prayers." 

John-Paul and Mary thank you once again for your donations, that enabled them to have the opportunity 

to attend this wonderful conference. 

  

Mr Colin Ray Atkinson 
On Friday morning the Parish farewelled Colin Atkinson and 
thanked him for the forty years of service to the Parish.  His job 
was taking charge of the collections at Mass on Sundays. 

Thank You 

Margaret Atkinson and her family wish to thank the Parish for their 
prayers, cards and help during Colin’s illness, and for the help at 
Colin’s funeral.  Special thanks to Fr James for the many visits to 
Colin and wonderful homily 

WHEN: SUNDAY, 29th SEPTEMBER at 2.00pm  WHERE:  ST. PETERS’S GIRLS SCHOOL, STONYFELL RD, STONYFELL. 

COST: $15 pp  For tickets and further information please contact: Angela - 0416 221 328  Chris - 0468 786 241 Linda - 0417 081 150. 

Continued from front page 

           RECYCLING AT ST DAVID’S CHURCH 

In case you are not aware, there is a green recycling  bin behind the church for 

bottles, cans, fruit juice, “Yakult” bottles, non alcoholic wine bottle,  and flavoured 

milk packets/tetra packs under 1 lt.  Yes even they are worth 10c.   

Proceeds go to the needy of the parish.  Thank you 

 

And one further note: Mostly, it seems that we hear God’s voice only in experiences that are deeply  
painful for us rather than in events that bring us joy and pleasure. But we shouldn’t misread this. It’s not 
that God speaks only through pain and is silent when things go right. Rather, in the words of C.S.  
Lewis, pain is God’s microphone to a deaf world. God is always speaking, mostly we aren’t listening. It’s 
only when our hearts start breaking that we begin to attune ourselves to the voice of God. 

Divine providence is a conspiracy of accidents through which God speaks and we must be careful to get 
both parts of the equation right. God doesn’t cause AIDS, global warming, the refugee situation in the 
world, a cancer diagnosis, world hunger, hurricanes, tornadoes, or any other such thing in order to teach us 
a lesson; but something in all of these invites us to try to discern what God is saying through them.  
Likewise, God doesn’t cause your favourite sports team to win a championship; that too is the result of a 
conspiracy of accidents. But God speaks through all of these things – even your favourite team’s  
championship win! 



 NEW CHILD SAFETY LAWS 
As you may have already heard on TV or the radio, there are some new laws in SA for organisations where 
people work or volunteer with children.  These laws are very much relevant to us as a religious 
organization.  With the commencement of the Child Safety Act 2016 on 1 July 2019, DHS has been 
aggressive in their information dissemination.  The good new is, NO immediate action needs to be done on 
our end, as we moved towards a child-focus screening process two years ago.  Furthermore, all 
organisations are given 12 months from the Act’s commencement date to drive compliance. 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES 
New Planned Giving Envelopes are now available for you to collect from the foyer of both 
churches. 
Please place your name on the sheet provided if you cannot find your new set which 
commence August 4. 
If you are not currently giving through the Planned Giving and wish to commence, please 
place your name on the list provided next to the envelopes, phone or email Denise at the 
Parish Office.  You may also give via Direct Debit through your Credit Card or Savings 
Account. 
 

Gardening Working Bee at St David’s - NEXT SATURDAY 

On Saturday 27th July, after Morning Mass at 9.45am, we will have a working bee for 

pruning of the roses around the church and also in the Memorial Garden.  

Could you please bring secateurs and gardening gloves to do this once a year 

job. We need as many people as possible to do this job to be finished quickly. 

Dates to Remember in July 2019 

St Vincent de Paul: Wednesday 25th July at 7.30pm in foyer of St David’s 

Gardening Working Bee:  Saturday 27th July - pruning of roses - please bring gloves and secateurs. This 
will take place after morning Mass. 

PPC Meeting: Thursday 1st August at 7.30pm in Parish House. 

NEW PARISH COOKBOOK 

Alanna and Anne would like to produce a cookbook to be published by Christmas this year.  

Proceeds of the cookbook would go to Vinnies.   

If you have a favourite recipe, one that grandma used to make, or just one that you love to 

cook and would like to share, please email your recipe (it can be savoury or sweet) to Alanna Hanger at 

alanna.hanger@gmail.com or Anne Gorgula at aw.gorgula@bigpond.com.  You can also pass on a copy to 

either of us after the 9am mass at OLOH or pass on a copy via Denise at the Parish Office (email: 

teatreegully@oblates.com.au).  If you would like to attach a photo of yourself and/or photo of finished 

produce, that would make it all the more special.  Closing date: end of November 2019 

ANNIVERSARIES MASS   
Sunday, September 22nd 2019 at 2.00pm in St Patrick’s Church, Adelaide 

If you or anyone in your Parish or community is celebrating an ordination, profession or marriage           
anniversary of 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 50 and 60 or more years please contact Archdiocesan Events 
with their names, year of anniversary and address. 

If you wish to participate, RSVP by September 6 to Archdiocesan Events on 8210 8220 or via email 

events@adelaide.catholic.org.au.  

mailto:alanna.hanger@gmail.com
mailto:aw.gorgula@bigpond.com
mailto:events@adelaide.catholic.org.au


Mass Intentions for week commencing 20 July 
 

Saturday 20:  9.15 am-  

5.30pm -  Isabelle Herrera-Latorre - RIP 

Sunday 21:   9.00am -   

10.30am -   Anthony Tonna -RIP 

5.30pm -   

Monday  22:   9.15am  -   

Tuesday 23:   9.15am -  Agnes McDermott - RIP 

Wednesday 24:   9.15am -  Michale Mooney- RIP 

Thursday 25:   9.15am- Stefan Pawliszewski -RIP 

Friday 26:  9.15am -  

Cleaners Roster:  24/25 July - Group 5 

Linen for July - Teresa Knight 

 

Counting Roster:  Next Weekend - 28/7 -  Group 1 

Morning Tea Hosts -St David’s: 28/7- Doris & Brian 

OLOH :  28/7 -  Seidler/Maynard/Gaudio/Powell 

food items required:   
Tuna, Tinned Fruit, Spreads, Sugar,  
 

We have sold our allocation of tickets for The 
People’s Choice Community Lottery for which we thank you 
and wish you luck in the draw on 9th October. However, if you 
missed out it’s not too late – you can still buy tickets on line. 
Go to www.communitylottery.com.au  and follow the 
prompts. We are listed under Charitable Organisations as St. 
Vincent De Paul Tea Tree Gully. We still get the full $2.00 for 

every ticket sold. 

      Winter is hard upon us and if you have any spare blankets 
or Dunas to donate for the homeless, speak to a Vinnies 
person to arrange collection.  Neil Dwiar, President.” 

We are  a  ‘Chi ld Safe ’  Organisat ion  

SOUTHERN CROSS is now available from the foyer.   

$2 per copy. New issues 1st Sunday of each month 

P l e a s e  p r a y  f o r  t h e  s i c k  o f  o u r  P a r i s h :   

John King, Malcolm & Trish Read, Emma Perry, Robert Perry, 

Michael Peete and family,  Tony Everett, George Willcox,  

Ros Rimmer, Eva Pawliszewski, Mike Pritchard, Lucia Kocsis,  

Michael Nanson, Michael Gaynor, Elsie Hemming  

Archbishop Philip Wilson, Fr Donal Maddigan OMI,  

Fr Bernie O’Brien OMI, Fr Dave Shelton OMI, Fr Vin Ryan OMI 

R I P  A N N I V E R S A R I E S  

Barbara Cracknell, Honorah Stephens, Edna Bennett, James Doyle, 

Richard Sinclair, Dolores Castello, Patricia Reid, Vincent Fogarty, 

Alexander Opie, Joyce Opie, Kellie Harris, Maria De Robertis 

B a p t i s m s :    

Catia Emilia Piotrowski, daughter of Sam and Alanna  

Raphael Michael Iannella, son of Angelo & Victoria 

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH 

Phone: 8264 4694           Email: teatreegully@oblates.com.au                    Web Page: http://www.oblates.com.au 

Church Office & Presbytery:  2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully   5091 

Our Lady of Hope Chapel:   Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.  5125 

STAFF 

Priests:  Fr James Jeyachandran OMI  - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com) 

   Fr Reginald Jayamaha OMI  (jayamahaomi@yahoo.com) 

Parish Secretary: Denise Crawford   (teatreegully@oblates.com.au) 

Church Sacristan: David Reynolds     - contact via Parish Office 

Child Safe Contact: Amanda Bartels   - contact via Parish Office or see noticeboards  

MASS TIMES  

Sat David’s Church Weekday Mass times:                   Monday - Saturday 9.15am    Rosary - 8.50am daily 

   Weekend Mass times: Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm,     Sunday 10.30am & 5.30pm 

Our Lady of Hope Chapel:    Sunday 9.00am 

Reconciliation:  St David’s Church - Saturday 9.45am - 10.15am  &  5.00pm - 5.20pm (prior to evening Mass) 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: - First Saturday of the month after Morning Mass, during Reconciliation 

Baptism:  - 12 noon  Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only  - contact Parish Office 

Marriages:  by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 

GOSPEL DISCUSSION NOTES - available from the Foyer 

 

R I P :   

Sympathy to John Edwards on the recent death of his 

mother Emma and also to his wife Narasa who recently lost 

her father Libo Phetchayan. 

Sympathy to  Michael Gaynor on the recent death of his 

brother-in-law, Mervyn Robinson. 

You can always give without loving, but you 
can never love without giving.  
(Amy Carmichael) 

http://www.communitylottery.com.au

