
L E S S O N S  T H R O U G H  F A I L U R E  

What’s to be learned through failure, through being humbled by our own faults? Generally 
that’s the only way we grow. In being humbled by our own inadequacies we learn those 
lessons in life that we are deaf to when we are strutting in confidence and pride. There are 
secrets, says John Updike, which are hidden from health.  This lesson is everywhere in 
scripture and permeates every spirituality in every religion worthy of the name.   

Raymond E. Brown, offers an illustration of this from scripture:  Reflecting on how at one 
point in its history, God’s chosen people, Israel, betrayed its faith and was consequently 
humiliated and thrown into a crisis about God’s love and concern for them, Brown points out 
that, long range, this seeming disaster ended up being a positive experience:  “Israel learned 
more about God in the ashes of the Temple destroyed by the Babylonians than in the 
elegant period of the Temple under Solomon.” 

What does he mean by that? Just prior to being conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, the king of 
Babylon, Israel had just experienced what, to all outside appearances, looked like the high 
point of her history (politically, socially, and religiously).  She was in possession of the 
promised land, had subdued all her enemies, had a great king ruling over her, and had a 
magnificent temple in Jerusalem as a place to worship and a center to hold all the people 
together.  However, inside that apparent strength, perhaps because of it, she had become 
complacent about her faith and increasing lax in being faithful to it. That complacency and 
laxity led to her downfall. In 587 BCE, she was overrun by a foreign nation who, after taking 
the land, deported most of the people to Babylon, killed the king, and knocked the temple 
down to its last stone.  Israel spent the next nearly half-century in exile, without a temple, 
struggling to reconcile this with her belief that God loved her.     

However, in terms of the bigger picture, this turned out to be a positive. The pain of being 
exiled and the doubts of faith that were triggered by the destruction of her temple were 
ultimately offset by what she learned through this humiliation and crisis, namely, that God is 
faithful even when we aren’t, that our failures open our eyes to us our own complacency and 
blindness, and that what looks like success is often its opposite, just as what looks like failure 
is often its opposite.  As Richard Rohr might phrase it, in our failures we have a chance to 
“fall upward”. 

There’s no better image available, I believe, by which to understand what the church is now 
undergoing through the humiliation thrust on it through the clerical sexual abuse crisis 
within Roman Catholicism and within other churches as well. To recast Raymond Brown’s 
insight: The church can learn more about God in the ashes of the clerical sexual abuse crisis 
than it did during its elegant periods of grand cathedrals, burgeoning church growth, and 
unquestioned acquiescence to ecclesial authority. It can also learn more about itself, its 
blindness to its own faults, and its need for some structural change and personal 
conversion.  Hopefully, like the Babylonian exile for Israel, this too will be for the churches 
something that’s positive in the end. 

Moreover, what’s true institutionally for the church (and, not doubt, for other organizations) 
is also true for each of us in our personal lives. The humiliations that beset us because of our 
inadequacies, complacencies, failures, betrayals, and blindness to our own faults can be 
occasions to “fall upward”, to learn in the ashes what we didn’t learn in the winner’s circle. 
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Almost without exception, our major successes in life, our grander achievements, and the 
boost in status and adulation that come with that generally don’t deepen us in any way.  To 
paraphrase James Hillman, success usually doesn’t bring a shred of depth into our lives. 
Conversely, if we reflect with courage and honesty on all the things that have brought depth 
and character into our lives we will have to admit that, in virtually every case, it would be 
something that has an element of shame to it – a feeling of inadequacy about our own body, 
some humiliating element in our upbringing, some shameful moral failure in our life, or 
something in our character about which we feel some shame. These are the things that 
have given us depth. 

Humiliation makes for depth; it drives us into the deeper parts of our soul. Unfortunately, 
however, that doesn’t always make for a positive result. The pain of humiliation makes us 
deep; but it can make us deep in two ways: in understanding and empathy but also in a 
bitterness of soul that would have us get even with the world. 

But the positive point is this: Like Israel on the shores of Babylon, when our temple is 
damaged or destroyed, in the ashes of that exile we will have a chance to see some deeper 
things to which we are normally blind. 

   SEASON OF LENT AT TEA TREE GULLY 

Please note that there will be NO Wednesday morning Masses during Lent.   

Mass will be held at 7pm on Wednesday evenings.   

Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday evening at 7pm during Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick Mass:   Saturday 23rd March at 10am.  (NEXT SATURDAY) 

                             Please note: 9.15am Mass will be changed for that date only. 

2nd Rite of Reconciliation will be held at TTG Parish on Tuesday 9th April at 7pm 

Stational Mass will be held Wednesday March 20th 7.30pm Salisbury Parish 
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LEADING CHILDREN’S LITURGY of the WORD training workshop 

When: Saturday: 23 March   9:30am– 12noon 

Where: Dernancourt Parish , 

1 Avoca Street, Dernancourt 

(RSVP 83016110 by 19 March) 

 

Please note: 

Denise will be out of the Office until 28th March.  

Fr Leo will be the only person available to 

answer any queries until that date. 

REUNION BBQ LUNCH 
All Old Scholars of Marist Brothers College Alberton, Thebarton and other Marist schools as well as Old Scholars of 
the Sisters of St Joseph at Alberton – Mt Carmel Girls School are invited to a reunion BBQ at the old Marist Brothers 
College, Alberton – now Mt Carmel College on Sunday March 24, 2019. 
Where: At Old Marist Bros College Alberton - now Mt Carmel College at Newcastle Street Rosewater. 
When: Sunday March 24, 2019 commencing 11.30am. 
Who: All Old Scholars of Marist Brothers Alberton and Thebarton and Mt Carmel Girls School plus partners, 
families and friends.  Cost: A donation of $10 per head please.  More information: Contact - Malcolm Allison 
(Alberton) Ph: 8281 1361; Pat Hoy (Mt Carmel) Ph: 8447 6463; Phil McDonald (Thebarton) Ph: 8397 1239 
 



Lenten Programme - ‘TRUST’ - All meetings commence this week - 4th March 

    Lenten groups available for you to attend. 

Monday morning at 10am - Cate Mooney at her home St Agnes: call Cate on 0407 390 719 or parish 

Monday evening at 7pm  in Gerard Room with Sue Rivett: Contact Parish Office 8264 4694 or just come 

Tuesday morning at 10am with the Gospel Discussion group in the Gerard Room: Contact Parish Office 

8264 4694 or just come 

Thursday evening at 7pm with Fr Leo (men’s group): Contact Parish Office 8264 4694 or just come 

It’s not too late to join one of the Lenten Groups, even if you can only come to a couple of discussions. 

Books are still available from the Parish Office $7 each. 

Project Compassion 

This year’s Project Compassion showcases the many ways we work around the world with our local 
partners to offer hope to people most vulnerable to extreme poverty and injustice.  Through a holistic 
approach Caritas is working with communities providing  hope for a just and fair world  regardless of their 
ethnicity, political beliefs, gender or religion.  We are assisting children, women and men to break free 
from the cycle of poverty whilst ensuring they are the architects of their own development.   
Through your generosity during Project Compassion the year, you are empowering communities with 
hope and helping those in great need to shape a better future for themselves, their families and their 
communities,  Lives change when we all give 100%. 

Project Compassion Boxes and Envelopes are available from the foyers of the church.  Please take one 
home with you today. 

Open Days for Parish School 

 Saint David’s Parish School  (Playgroup occurs every Tuesday morning from 9am – 10.30am) 

Principal’s Tour -    Saturday 23 March at 9.30am 

To book your place, please phone 8360 6300 or visit the school’s website:  

www.stdavids.catholic.edu.au/enrolments/principal-s-tour-dates 

Planned Giving Envelopes 

This weekend you will receive your next set of Planned Giving Envelopes.  Please note that this new set will finish 

at the end of April.  As we will be having a new Planned Giving Campaign during March, we will have another 

new set of envelopes available for you mid April.  Please DO NOT use any old envelope numbers after May, 2019 

In the meantime, if you wish to join our Planned Giving or you want to change from envelopes to Direct Debit, 

please contact Denise at the Parish Office after 28th March. 

ACH Nursing Home Mass 

Wednesday 20th March at 11am. - Sirius 

Ave, Hope Valley 

LITRUGY MEETING: Getting ready for Easter! 

THURSDAY 28TH March at 7.30pm in Gerard Room.  All 

parishioners are most welcome to attend this meeting. 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

Entertainment Books will be available from 1st April.  To order your book for this year please contact Trish Garreffa 

on 8251 0819 or mobile 0402 444 866. Cost $70 



     
 LITURGY MINUTES: are available from    
 the wall baskets in the foyer of  
 St David’s Church. 

Mass Intentions for week commencing 16 March 
Saturday 16: 9.15am - Francis O’Sullivan -RIP 

5.30pm -  Mary Harper- RIP 

Sunday 17:   9.00am -  Allan Dwyer - RIP 

10.30am -   Edward & family- RIP 

5.30pm -  Clarita Bai -RIP 

Monday  18:   9.15am  -   

Tuesday 19:   9.15am -  Mela, Michael & family- Thanksgiving 

Wednesday 20:   7pm -   

Thursday 214:   9.15am -    

Friday 22:   9.15am -   

Cleaners Roster:  20/21 March - Group 2 

Linen for March - A Byrne 

Counting Roster:  Next Weekend - 24/3 -  Group 1 

Morning Tea Hosts -  St David’s: 24/3 - Frances & Charles 

OLOH :  24/3 - Calleja/McCallion 

food items required:   
Sugar, Rice, Spreads of any kind, Tea Bags, Pasta,  Tinned 

Meat & Veg  
 

VINNIES welcomes the Federal Government 
announcement of the provision of  $328million for the 
support to address FAMILY VIOLENCE towards 
WOMEN and CHILDREN. This amount is for shelters, 
counselling, housing and extra support for 1800 

RESPECT, the report line for those experiencing this community 
scourge. This is not limited to the metro areas but extends to regional 
centres also.    Families experiencing violence should contact the 
hotline 1800 RESPECT for assistance.  Vinnies women’s shelter is 
limited to 22 families which is far short of the immediate requirement 
and it is hoped to share additionally in the new funding. We need to 
see politicians personally commit and not just speak about it!  

We are  a  ‘Chi ld Safe ’  Organisat ion  

New SOUTHERN CROSS is now available from the  

foyer.  $2 per copy. 

P l e a s e  p r a y  f o r  t h e  s i c k  o f  o u r  P a r i s h :   

Judith Murray, John King, Malcolm & Trish Read, Ben Crisanti, 

Emma Perry, Robert Perry, Michael Peete and family, Tony 

Everett, George Willcox, Ros Rimmer, Eva Pawliszewski 

A N N I V E R S A R I E S  

Maria Caruana, Brian Meaney, Betty Parker, Nicolo Gaudio,  

Nicola Subotkiewicz, Mrs Leksas, James Norbury, Charles Combo, 

Nellie McLaughlin, Ivy Williams, Margaret Giles, Betsy VanKaathoven, 

Maria Lisowska, John Cleary, Pat Hayden William Bye,  

Elizabeth Sinclair, Thomas Preiss, Milly Campagnolo,  
B a p t i s m s :  

Harvey Lane Thomson, son of Ian & Nicole 

Sienna Josephine Puccini, daughter of Cosmo & Kimberley 

PARKING ON SLIP ROAD AT THE FRONT OF  

ST DAVID’S CHURCH. 

Please note:  The road area in front of St David’s 

Church, is only to be used for Disabled Parishioners 

to park their cars for weekend Masses. 

At Weekend Masses, if you are capable of walking, 

please use either Vizard Road, or the Parish Car Park. 

Unfortunately, our Parish has an ageing population 

and many parishioners now need to have close  

parking availability.  Please consider these people 

when parking your car. 


