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W H E N  I S  O U R  L I F E  F U L F I L L E D ?  

When is our life fulfilled? At what point in our lives do we say: “That’s it! That’s the climax! Nothing I can do 
from now on will outdo this. I’ve given what I have to give.” 

When can we say this? After we’ve reached the peak of our physical health and strength? After giving birth 
to a child? After successfully raising our children?  After we’ve published a best-seller? After we’re famous? 
After we’ve won a major championship? After we’re celebrated the sixtieth anniversary of our marriage? 
After we’ve found a soulmate? After we’re at peace after a long struggle with grief? When is it finally done? 
When has our growth reached its furthest place? 

The medieval mystic, John of the Cross, says we reach this point in our lives when we have grown to what 
he calls “our deepest centre”. But he doesn’t conceive of this the way we commonly picture it, namely, as 
the deepest centre inside our soul. Rather, for John, our deepest centre is the optimum point of our 
human growth, that is, the deepest maturity we can grow to before we begin to die. If this is true, then for 
a flower, its deepest centre, its ultimate point of growth, would be not its bloom but the giving of its seed 
as it dies. That’s its further point of growth, its ultimate accomplishment. 

What’s our ultimate point of growth? I suspect that we tend to think of this in terms of some concrete, 
positive accomplishment, like a successful career or some athletic, intellectual, or artistic achievement 
that’s brought us satisfaction, recognition, and popularity. Or, looked at from the point of view of depth of 
meaning, we might answer the question differently by saying that our ultimate achievement was a life-
giving marriage, or being a good parent, or living a life that served others. 

When, like a flower, do we give off our seed? Henri Nouwen suggests that people will answer this very 
differently: “For some it is when they are enjoying the full light of popularity; for others, when they have 
been totally forgotten; for some, when they have reached the peak of their strength; for others, when 
they feel powerless and weak; for some it is when their creativity is in full bloom, for others, when they 
have lost all confidence in their potential.” 

When did Jesus give off his seed, the fullness of his spirit?  For Jesus, it wasn’t immediately after his 
miracles when the crowds stood in awe, and it wasn’t after he had just walked on water, and it wasn’t 
when his popularity reached the point where his contemporaries wanted to make him king that he felt he 
had accomplished his purpose in life and that people began to be touched in their souls by his spirit. 
None of these. When did Jesus have nothing further to achieve? 

It’s worth quoting Henri Nouwen again, in answering this question: “We know one thing, however, for the 
Son of Man the wheel stopped when he had lost everything: his power to speak and to heal, his sense of 
success and influence, his disciples and friends – even his God. When he was nailed against a tree, robbed 
of all human dignity, he knew that he had aged enough, and said: ‘It is fulfilled’” (John 19, 30). 

“It is fulfilled!” The Greek word here is Tetelesti.  This was an expression used by artists to signify that a 
work was completely finished and that nothing more could be added to it. It was also used to express that 
something was complete. For example, Tetelesti was stamped on a document of charges against a 
criminal after he had served his full prison sentence; it was used by banks when a debt had been repaid; 
it was used by a servant to inform his master that a work had been completed; and it was used by 
athletes when, tired and exhausted, they successfully crossed the finish line in a race. 

It is finished! A flower dies to give off its seed so it’s appropriate that these were Jesus’ last words. On the 
cross, faithful to the end, to his God, to his word, to the love he preached, and to his own integrity, he 
stopped living and began dying, and that’s when he gave off his seed and that’s when his spirit began to 
permeate the world. He had reached his deepest centre, his life was fulfilled. 

When does our living stop and our dying begin? When do we move from being in bloom to giving off our 
seed? Superficially, of course, it’s when our health, strength, popularity, and attractiveness begin to wane 
and we start to fade out, into the margins, and eventually into the sunset. But when this is seen in the 
light of Jesus’ life, we see that in our fading out, like a flower long past its bloom, we begin to give off 
something of more value than the attractiveness of the bloom. That’s when we can say: “It is fulfilled!” 

Fr Ron Rohleiser OMI 

Readings next week 18 November: Dn 12:1-3, Heb 10:11-14, 18, Mk 13:24-32  



Children’s Liturgy - at St David’s Church during 10.30am Mass 
Mums, Dads & Young Adults are you able to help? 

If you would like further information about becoming a member of the Children’s 

Liturgy Team at St David’s Church on a roster basis, please contact Amanda Bartels by 
the 12th November 2018 on 0414 255 458 or via email gfdb@bigpond.net.au to express 
your interest. 

Once we have a enough interested people, a meeting will be organised to discuss the 
program and where we go from here.  We would love to hear from as many people as 

possible.   

 
  

ADVENT & CHISTMAS DAILY REFLECTIONS. 
These books are now available for sale from the Parish Office.  Cost $5. 

If you would like to purchase one, please contact Denise and one will be put aside for 

you.  There are a limited number and they sold very fast last year.   

 

 

 

FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING:   

Sunday 25th November 

 

At the 10.30am Mass: ‘Prayers of  the Faithful’  

to be read by members of  the congregation in 

their native tongue.   

If  you can help with this request, please speak 

with either Fr Leo, Fr Basti or phone the Parish 

Office. 

The prayers will be given to you prior to this Mass to translate into your 

language. 
 

Following Mass, there will be a shared morning tea in the foyer of   

St David’s. People are asked to bring something to represent their 

country of  birth to share for morning tea and if  possible to wear 

clothing from you country. 

mailto:gfdb@bigpond.net.au


 
 

 
Envelopes for November Masses. Available from foyers or your P/G Envelope Pack.  For 
every envelope received, there will be a Mass offered during the month for your deceased 
members. Place envelopes on the First collection plate during November. 

 
World Youth Day Adelaide 2019 – Book Your Tickets and WIN Registration for ACYF 2019 in Perth 
The Catholic Office for Youth and Young Adults (COYYA) is excited to announce that for every ticket 
purchased for World Youth Day Adelaide 2019 the registrant’s name will be entered into a draw to win 
one of four free registrations for the 2019 Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) in Perth (December 8
-10) a $220 value. Individual and group tickets are available for purchase at 
www.cathyouthadelaide.org.au/wydtickets/ 
Winners will be notified by COYYA on February 15. WYD Adelaide will be the largest gathering of young 
Catholics in the Archdiocese since ACYF Adelaide 2015. Further information can be found at the link 
above, or by phoning Peter Bierer at COYYA on 8301 6866. 

 
World Youth Day Adelaide 2019 – Volunteers needed 
The Catholic Office for Youth and Young Adults (COYYA) is looking for volunteers to assist at the World 
Youth Day Adelaide 2019 festival event on January 27. Volunteers will be able to experience the joy and 
excitement of what’s shaping up to be the largest gathering of young Catholics in Adelaide since the 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival in 2015. Various volunteer roles available can be viewed at the link 
below. Volunteers must have a current police clearance. 
To register your interest, visit www.cathyouthadelaide.org.au/wyd-volunteer/ For more information, 
please contact Peter Bierer at COYYA on 8301 6866. 
 
Catholic Charities Thanksgiving Mass 
Catholic Charities invites you to celebrate the annual Catholic Charities Thanksgiving Mass to 
acknowledge our donors and supporters on Tuesday December 4, 2018 at 12.10pm in St Francis Xavier’s 
Cathedral. Following Mass, there will be a Charity Expo in Mary MacKillop Plaza on the western side of 
the Cathedral.  

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 O U R  S I C K  
 Contact Parish Office for names to be included in this list.  Names will be taken off after a short time unless otherwise instructed.   
Fr Vin Ryan OMI,  Fr Lewy Keelty OMI, Fr Don Hughes OMI 
Ros Rimmer, Pansy Baker, Trish & Malcolm Read, Neil McPeake, Anne Gallard, Dawn Brohier, Mike Pritchard,  Colin Atkinson, Ann Melling,  
Britt Johns, , Terry Hockley, Robert Perry,  Emma Perry,  Tony Everett, Michael Peete and Family, Tony Dunne, George Willcox, Sophie Rutten, 
Wally Fraser, Judith Murray,  Ian Sigley, John Boddington, Sam Mifsud, Rob Heaney, Pam Dwiar, Ben Crisanti, Bob Culshaw, Brian Douglas, 
Cathy Cullen 
 

A N N I V E R S A R I E S  
William Franklin, Ernie Coyle,  Don Powell,  Gilbert Russell, Brian Hamilton, John Carr,  John Toner,  George Crawford, 
Eric Ardern  

R . I . P .  
Veronica Moore: Funeral Mass to be held at St David’s 
Church on Wednesday 14 Nov at 1pm. 

B A P T I S M S  
Lacey Adelyn Benes, daughter of Bradley & Marie 

In the mercy of God, the world will find 
peace and mankind will find happiness. 

(St. John Paul II) 

Mass Intentions for week commencing 10th November 
Saturday 10th 

9.15am -  John & Nora O’Hara  - RIP 

5.30pm -  Gertrude Copperstone - RIP 

Sunday 11th 

9.00am -  People of the Parish 

10.30am - Deceased Oblates - RIP 

5.30pm -  Cristy-Anne Balestrin - Special Intentions 

Monday  12th 9.15am  -  Cristy-Anne Balestrin - Special Intentions  

Tuesday 13th 9.15am -  Cristy-Anne Balestrin - Special Intentions 

Wednesday 14th 9.15am -  Denis O’Sullivan - RIP 

Thursday 15th 9.15am -   Nola & Bill - Special Intentions 

Friday 16th 9.15am -  Cristy-Anne Balestrin - Special Intentions 

http://www.cathyouthadelaide.org.au/wydtickets/
http://www.cathyouthadelaide.org.au/wyd-volunteer/


Cleaners Roster:  14/15 November - P DeBrenni. J Valente, L Grundy, B Seymour  

Linen for October - J Valente 

Counting Roster:  This weekend   -11/11 - Group 6   Next Weekend  - 18/11 - Group 1 

Morning Tea Hosts -  St David’s: This weekend  -Brian & Doris   Next Weekend -  Jim & Mary 

OLOH :  This weekend - Seidler/Maynard/Gaudio Next Weekend - Coolen/Bennett/McDonald    

Food Items Required This Week:  Tuna, Rice, Sugar, Tinned Fruit, Cereal 

VINNIES Is launching its Annual Christmas Appeal this weekend at all Masses and members will be making 
presentations to launch this appeal. Envelopes will be available on the seats and parishioners are asked to take 
one home and return it next week and place it on the 3rd collection next weekend.  

 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS are on sale now and in short supply. Speak to a Vinnies member to purchase one . Cost is $9.00  

SOUTHERN CROSS NEWSPAPER AVAILABLE FROM THE FOYER. 

We are a Child Safe Organisation 

NEW PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES are now available for you to take home.  If you wish to be part of our Planned 

Giving either by weekly Envelopes, Direct Debit or Credit Card, please contact Denise or write your name on the 

sheet provided next to the Envelopes. 

Dates for you Diary  

Tuesday 13th November: Finance Meeting at Parish House at 7.30pm 

Wednesday 21st November: ACH Nursing Home Mass at 11am 

Thursday 22nd November: Liturgy Meeting at 7.30pm in Parish House 

Sunday 18th November: Divine Mercy Prayers at 3pm 

Sunday 25 November: Christ the King, shared morning tea  after 10.30am Mass, please bring a plate.  

Sunday 2 December: 1st Sunday of Advent  

Thursday 6 December:  PPC meeting in Parish House 

Friday 7 December: 7pm Vigil Mass for the Immaculate Conception at St. Pius X (no morning Mass)  

Tuesday 18 December: Second form of the Rite of Reconciliation at 7pm, Modbury Parish,   

Sunday 23 December: Fourth Sunday Advent 

Monday 24 December: Christmas Eve Masses 6pm, 9pm & Midnight at St David’s Church and 6.30pm at OLOH 

Tuesday 25 December: Christmas Day Mass 9:30am at St David’s Church  

Sunday 30th December: Mass of the Holy Family 


