
4th Sunday of Advent -  Yr C  23rd December, 2018  

This Christmas tell your children about the ‘real’ Santa Claus. 

 
Santa Claus will soon be coming to town, bringing gifts to children. 
 
Santa has several aliases, depending on the part of the world you live in. The English call him Father Christmas, the French 
know him as Père Noël, and Kris Kringle seems be a version of the Christkind, or Christ Child, who leaves treats for good 
German Lutherans. 
In the Netherlands, he arrives in town on a steamboat or horse from Spain. On the night of Dec. 5, Dutch children put their shoes 
on the hearth – these days near the central heating duct – hoping that he will fill them with sweet rewards rather than a reprimand 
for poor behaviour. The Dutch call him Sinterklaas – which has come into American English as ‘Santa Claus’ – short for Saint 
Nicolaas or St. Nicholas.  
St. Nicholas and Santa Claus are historically the same man. But unlike the jolly figure who purportedly flies on a sleigh from the 
North Pole, the saint came originally from the balmy Mediterranean coast. 

Who was St. Nicholas really? 
The earliest stories of St. Nicholas correlate with histories and church documents of the period.  
According to these early medieval texts, Nicholas was born around 260 A.D. into a Christian family. His birthplace was near the 
town of Myra, now called Demre, on the southwest coast of modern Turkey. At the time, Christianity was illegal under the 
Roman empire.  

An 11th-century wall painting depicting St. Nicholas at the Byzantine and Christian 
Museum of Athens. 
He studied to be a priest and spent time in prison for his beliefs. However, after Emperor 
Constantine legalized Christianity, Nicholas was elected Bishop of Myra.  
During his lifetime, he became famous for defending his people against imperial taxes 
and other forms of oppression. According to the earliest document about Nicholas, from 
the fifth century, he prevented three loyal generals from unjust execution for treason.  
A ninth-century Greek legend claims he revived three scholars who had been murdered 
and stashed in a pickling tub. He also saved three girls whose poverty-stricken father 
wanted to sell them into prostitution.  

After his death, people believed that Nicholas continued to work miracles. His burial place, below the floor of his church, 
became a popular destination for pilgrims who begged Nicholas to relay their petitions to God.  
Proof that Nicholas was listening, they believed, was in the “manna” – holy oil or water – that dripped from the tomb. Pilgrims 
took this manna home in little bottles or used rags to sop up the moisture that dripped from the saint’s tomb in its subterranean 
crypt. This was a common pilgrimage practice at Christian shrines. 

Visitors to the coastal town of Myra spread Nicholas’ fame along sea routes across the Mediterranean. From there, word passed 
to the Latin West, and upriver to Russia. Soon, pilgrims from all over Christendom were journeying to Myra to seek the gifts of 
protection and healing from the saint, who was said to be especially attentive to children. 
 

Italians steal the body 
This pilgrimage was disrupted in the 11th century when Seljuk Turks invaded Anatolia. Christians feared that the Muslims who 
now governed Demre would disregard the saint’s tomb. So, one crew of pious Italian Christians decided to take action.  
In 1087, three ships laden with grain set out from Bari, on Italy’s southeast coast, bound for Antioch. However, according to a 
monk named Nicephorus who wrote immediately after the event, their real mission was to steal St. Nicholas’ body. 
In Antioch they heard a rumour that the Venetians too were planning a similar heist. The Barian sailors hastily sold off their 
grain and headed for Myra in search of St. Nicholas’ church. Priestly custodians there became suspicious when the sailors asked 
to see the saint’s body.  
The Barians claimed that the pope had a vision directing him to fetch Nicholas to Italy. When the priests refused, they offered 
gold for the relics, but the offer “was tossed aside like dung.” Done with arguing, the Barians caught and bound the priests. 
Suddenly, a phial of manna fell to the pavement and broke. It seemed that St. Nicholas spoke to them: “It is my will that I leave 
here with you.”  
So, the Barians broke through marble floor with picks and hammers. A delicious aroma filled the church as they opened the 
tomb. They found the bones swimming in a small sea of manna. They carefully wrapped the relics in a silk case brought for the 
purpose.  
Nicephorus describes how they fled to their ship, pursued by outraged priests and a howling crowd of citizens demanding that 
they “give back the father who has by his protection kept us safe from visible foes.”  
Yet the crew made it back to the harbor at Bari, where the townsfolk and clergy processed, singing joyous hymns, to greet the 
saint.  
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St. Nicholas gets a reputation 
A new church was built for Nicholas in the court of the governor of Bari. A few years later, 
Pope Urban II — the one who would preach the First Crusade – formally enshrined the 
relics of the saint.  
The Barians believed that manna continued to ooze from Nicholas’ coffin. And going by 
the claim on the basilica’s website, the belief persists to this day. 
Within a decade of the saint’s arrival in 1087, the Basilica di San Nicola was one of 
Europe’s most popular pilgrimage destinations. May 9th is still celebrated as the day that 

Nicholas moved shrines or was “translated.”  

For at least five centuries, the region, which includes Bari and its saint, was caught in 
constant wars for possession of southern Italy. In 1500, Bari fell into the hands of King 

Ferdinand of Aragon, whose marriage to Queen Isabella of Spain created a global naval power.  
Because Nicholas was a patron saint of sailors, Spanish sailors and explorers carried stories of the saint wherever they went: 
Mexico, the Caribbean, Florida and other ports around the world. 
Even the Dutch, who rebelled against Catholic Spain and formed a Calvinist republic in 1581, somehow maintained their 
devotion to “Sinterklass”. In other parts of Europe, St. Nicholas lost his feast day but his concern for children helped link him to 
the gift-giving tradition of another December feast day: Christmas. 
 

How true is this story? 
In the 1950s, Italian scientists examined the bones enshrined in the Basilica di San Nicola, seeking evidence of authenticity.  
They found the skull and incomplete skeleton of a man, dating to around the fourth century. More recent technology has allowed 
experts to use the bones to reconstruct Nicholas’ face – he looks like an old Greek man with a broad, worn face. He lacks the 
rosy cheeks and Anglo-Germanic features of modern Christmas decorations, but like the Santa Claus of greeting cards, he was 
probably bald.  

Turkish archaeologists now claim that the Italians stole the wrong body and that Nicholas’ remains never left Demre. They have 
discovered another sarcophagus dating to the fourth century in the same church, which they claim contains the saint.  

Meanwhile, historians have suggested that the story of Nicholas’ translation is a fiction purposely created to advertise a new 
pilgrimage centre in the 11th century. Although relic theft was common in the Middle Ages, grave-robbers often made mistakes 
or lied about the authenticity and source of their bones. Nothing in the shrine at Bari proves that the bones inside belong to the 
fourth-century Bishop Nicholas. 

Which Santa story will you tell this holiday season? 
Still, this holiday season, when you tell your children about Santa Claus, why not include the tale of Santa’s well-travelled 
bones? And don’t forget the manna, which is believed to still flow in Bari. 

 
 

         A message from your Coca-Cola rep. 
You might have read over the holidays last year that there was a minor “controversy” in the media about 
whether Santa Claus wears a red suit because red is Coke’s colour. I even did an interview with the BBC 
in Manchester, England, about this! And last week, during an interview with a television station from 
Wales, the issue came up again. 
 
Actually, we do not claim the colour of Santa’s coat, though it has worked out quite well for us, since 
red is so closely related to Coca-Cola! But we did not come up with the idea of putting Santa in red 
clothes. 
 
Many previous interpretations of the Santa Claus story featured Santa in a red outfit, notably the 
illustrations of the famous political cartoonist Thomas Nast and the Christmas card printed by Louis 
Prang. 

 
Coca-Cola did help to create the modern-day image of Santa, and in fact the way most of us see Santa Claus – friendly and 
plump with a white beard – did come from Coca-Cola advertising. Before these ads, Santa was drawn in a variety of ways – even 
as a scary elf – but he was already wearing red! 
 
Coca-Cola introduced this new friendly, human image of Santa (created by illustrator Haddon Sundblom) in December 1931. 
(This picture is of a 1931 ad.) From 1931-1964, Sundblom created holiday ads for Coke featuring Santa, and those images 
continue to be used each year on bottles, cans and 12-packs.                                                          
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A view of the interior of the church of 
St. Nicholas, built in the 11th century, at 
Bari.  

         Flowers and greenery are required for the Christmas Masses at St David’s. 

If you could please leave them in the back working sanctuary from Sunday 23rd December. 

Also, if you are available on Monday 24th December from 10am, your help will be greatly 
appreciated to set up for Christmas Masses and also help with arranging of the flowers.  
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Rosters for Ministries at Christmas Mass 
These Mass times and ministries are on the ‘Grill Notice Board’ in the foyer of the 

Church.  If you wish to minister, place you name on the Mass time that suits you.  
        MINISTERS FOR CHRISTMAS DAY MASS ARE URGENTLY REQUIRED 
 

Saint David’s School Fundraiser 

Sale of their 40th Anniversary 2017 Shiraz from Tomfoolery wines. RRP. $23 
Special price $12 per bottle or $120 per dozen.   

On sale after 10.30am Mass on  23rd December.   Cash Sales only.  NO Card facilities available. 

 
Don’t forget to bring your recycling bottles and cans over the Christmas holidays.  The recycling 
bin is located between the Parish House and Church. This green bin is marked ‘RECYCLING” and 
bottles can be placed into the black plastic tub next to the bin. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS  
 O U R  S I C K  
 Contact Parish Office for names to be included in this list.  Names will be taken off after a short time unless otherwise instructed.   
Fr Vin Ryan OMI,  Fr Lewy Keelty OMI, Fr Don Hughes OMI 
Ros Rimmer, Pansy Baker, Trish & Malcolm Read, Neil McPeake, Anne Gallard, Dawn Brohier, Mike Pritchard,  Colin Atkinson, Ann Melling,  
Britt Johns, Terry Hockley, Robert Perry,  Emma Perry, Tony Everett, Michael Peete and Family, Tony Dunne, George Willcox, Sophie Rutten, 
Wally Fraser, Judith Murray,  Ian Sigley, John Boddington, Sam Mifsud, Rob Heaney, Pam Dwiar, Ben Crisanti, Bob Culshaw, Brian Douglas, 
Rev.Yvonne Riley, Kaye Niemoeller, Kath Threapleton, John Banning, Frances Hosking 

A N N I V E R S A R I E S  
Tom McPeake, Agnes Brummer, Joan Saxon, Margaret Carty, Angela Rulla, William Adams, Johannes Schouten, Frank Lawson, James 
Hardacre, Giuseppina Staltari, Patrick Scott, Charles McClennan, Ann Wagnitz, John Daly, John Moss, Tom Cahill, James Zviedrans 

B A P T I S M S  
Elena Agnes Kampas, daughter of Fotios and Stephenie 

 

Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus! 

Mass Intentions for week commencing 22nd December 
Saturday 22nd 

9.15am -  Roberto Zanotto - RIP 

5.30pm -  Teresa Reynolds - RIP 

Sunday 23rd 9.00am -   

10.30am - People of the Parish 

5.30pm -  Roberto Zanotto - RIP  

Monday  24th 9.15am  -  NO MORNING MASS 

Tuesday 25th -  CHRISTMAS DAY 

Wednesday 26th 9.15am -  Anna Bredies - RIP 

Thursday 27th 9.15am -   Slota Family - RIP 

Friday 28th 9.15am - Pawliszewski Family - RIP 

Closure of Parish Office 

This is the last Bulletin for 2018.  The next Bulletin will be at the end of January 2019.  

The Parish Office will be closed for the Christmas Break as of Friday 21st December 

until mid January 2019.  The priests will be available during this time, so please leave a 

message on the answering service. 

Thank you to everyone who has given generously of their time to help around the Parish during 2018. 

                   I take this time to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and safe and happy 2019.   

                                      Denise Crawford - Parish Secretary 

Morning Tea Hosts 
New Rosters are now available to pick up from the foyer wall basket near the kitchen. 



Cleaners Roster:  26/27 December - R Borlace, M Sproule, P Reynolds, M Howie 

Linen for December - J Bament,    January - M Howie 

Counting Roster:  This weekend  -  23/12 - Group 6  Next Weekend - 30/12 - Group 1 

Morning Tea Hosts -  St David’s: This weekend - Mary & Alf  Next Weekend - volunteers 

OLOH :  This weekend - Coolen/Bennett/McDonald   Next Weekend - Calleja/O’Connor/McCallion 

Vinnie's wishes to thank all who participated in our Christmas Raffle, especially our sponsors.   
Ultra Tune Golden Grove, Varoom Salon, Modbury Plaza Hotel, Cost Less  
Plants, Garden Grove, Hair by Kate, National Pharmacy Golden Grove.  
The first 3 prize winners: Ruth Shea, Vin Deering and Jeanne Dennis.  A full list of winners will be 

displayed in the Foyers. 
Thank you to St. David’s, OLH , and Gleeson teachers, parents, and children for the donations of food and presents 
for our Parish families. 
The VINNIES Giving Christmas tree in the foyer is ready for any last minute gifts for donating to disadvantaged 
families in our Parish. CHRISTMAS Envelopes are available in the porches for donating  to Vinnies. Donor Receipts 
are now available in the porches.  
OLOH has MAMI ( the Oblates Charity for overseas missions) cards for sale  and the Advent prayer book which is 
available. Price is $5.00                       
                 Wishing Everyone a Happy and Holy Christmas Season.  Neil Dwiar ( President TTG Vinnie's)  

SOUTHERN CROSS NEWSPAPER AVAILABLE FROM THE FOYER. 

We are a Child Safe Organisation 

                 ADVENT DATES 2018 
 

Monday 24 December: Set up for Christmas Masses at 10am. Many helpers needed.   

                                                                   NO morning Mass. 

Monday 24 December: Christmas Eve Masses 6pm, 9pm & Midnight at St David’s Church and 

6.30pm at OLOH 

Tuesday 25 December: Christmas Day Mass 9:30am at St David’s Church  

               no evening mass 

 


