
 GREETINGS FROM OUR PARISH PRIEST - FR JAMES 
 

          1894: Arrival of the Oblates in Australia (from last weekend’s bulletin) 

In 1893 Fr William Ring OMI, a friend of Bishop Mathew Gibney of Perth, arranged for the Oblates to come 

to Western Australia and in 1894, the Provincial of the British Province, Matthew Gaughren accompanied two 

younger priests, Roger Hennessy and Daniel O’Ryan, both aged 27, to Fremantle. The Provincial remained as 

Parish Priest of Fremantle for the first year, a clear indication of the Oblate commitment Daniel O’Ryan’s 

surviving letters offer glimpses of the scene: Catholics were ‘for the most part poor working people’ and their 

Church was ‘liable to be blown away during any storm’. He pictures small scattered clusters of Catholics in 

Coogee, Hope Valley and Rottnest Island. Closer to the centre, North Fremantle and Beaconsfield needed 

Churches. 

The mission was challenging enough for the three Oblates, yet it also had its limitations: it was described in 

the Founder’s Journal as being to ‘attend to the spiritual wants of the Catholics between Fremantle and 

Claremont.’ There was no mention of evangelization of the whole colony or any outreach to the Aborigines. It 

was to remain a distant appendage to the home province and for many a 19th century Oblate it did not seem 

especially ‘missionary’ like their brothers labouring among Eskimos or Zulus. 

Yet every pastoral care has a ‘missionary’ quality about it. Fremantle was no exception. Not only was the 

church in a sad state, but their (apparently handsome) residence needed urgent repairs and was barely 

furnished. We are fortunate to have a long letter from a parishioner, Mrs. J. Townsend, giving a warm 

appreciation of the three Oblates: they were ‘young men – all Irishmen – good preachers – strong active men 

– who have made things boom here.. …..Fr Gaughren delivered a course of sermons on Catholic Doctrine. I 

had a summary made of these and had them published in the Daily Times.’ These Oblates were certainly not 

lacking in missionary zeal. 

When the Provincial returned home his place was taken by Fr Thomas Ryan, then aged 37. Fr Ryan is to be 

credited with the vision and energy to commence the present Church, though circumstances prevented its 

completion. Designed by Michael Cavanagh, it is a fine local example of the revival of gothic architecture so 

popular in the nineteenth century. The beauty of a Church and its furnishings has always been a means of 

imparting a sense of the beauty of the Catholic faith and the beauty of the unseen God. 

Next Tuesday, 21st May,  we celebrate the Feast of St Eugene De Mazenod, the Oblate founder.   

Please try to come to 9.15am Mass and stay for a cuppa after with our Oblate Priests:  Fr James, Fr Reg,  

Fr Matthew and Fr Oswald. 

5th Sunday of Easter -  year c                                            19 May, 2019  

Readings next weekend: Acts 15:1 -2. 22-29, Rv 21:10 -14, 22-23, Jn 14:23 -29  

Tea Tree Gully Parish - St David’s Church 

Incorporating - Our Lady of Hope Chapel - Greenwith                    8264 4694    

Under the care of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate               email: teatreegully@oblates.com.au 

      Feast of St Eugene De Mazenod  -  Tuesday 21st May-  Oblate Feast Day 

The Oblates invite you to join with them on Tuesday 21 

May at 9.15am  at St David’s Tea Tree Gully for Mass to 

Celebrate their feast day.  Following Mass we will have a 

shared morning tea with the Dernancourt Parish in the 

foyer.  Please bring a plate of food to share. 



Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

I would like to thank you for your time and generous response to the visit from myself and 

Fr Andrew Chen OMI last weekend. 

I am writing to give a summary of the situation and hopefully clarify several questions that have arisen 

since our visit. 

• The Oblates of Mary Immaculate is a Missionary Congregation of Religious priests and brothers, and we 

place an importance on living and missioning in and through our community. 

• The Australian Province has currently 40 Oblates of which 12 are over the age of 80 and 8 are over the 

age of 70; many continue in ministry to the best of their ability. Of the 20 under 70, two are in part-time 

ministry due to health challenges and 3 are student priest who will be returning to their home Units in 

the next 2-3 years. Within 3-5 years the Australian Province may have as few as 15 fully active Oblates. 

• The provincial council and I have communicated with the administrator of the Archdiocese, Bishop Greg 

O’Kelly and with Fr Philip Marshall, about our desire to remain present and active in the Archdiocese of 

Adelaide and the proposal of a cluster community. 

• Over the last few years the Province has been developing cluster communities: this is where Oblates 

establish a community in one place that supports a number of ministries. Two examples of this have been 

Iona College Community (Qld) where we have Oblates living in one community, working in the College, a 

Parish and Rosies youth mission, while Moe (Vic) is one community with two parishes. Each is slightly 

different as we respond to the needs of the local communities. 

• The Provincial Council and I have asked the Oblates in Adelaide to work towards forming over the next 

six months a Cluster Community. The proposal is that the Oblates in Adelaide will all move to St David's 

Presbytery to form one community serving the two separate parishes. 

• The Parishes of St Pius X and St David's will remain as distinct parishes with two parish priests. 

• We envisage that there will be 3 Oblates working in Adelaide, two parish priests and an assistant 

working between the two parish communities, by January 2020. 

• The Province will form a fourth Cluster community in another state over the next 12 months. 

We hope that this new approach to mission might ensure that we remain faithful to our call to live in 

Community while also doing our best to serve the Church. These changes will ensure that we do not need 

to hand back parishes to dioceses which are already struggling to cover parishes. 

It is my intention that the current Parish Priests remain to complete their term of six years. We are well 

aware that this decision will be the cause of some change and with that change some sense of loss. 

I want to thank Fr James for his faithful service to the Community and his openness to these changes. I 

am happy to receive feedback and reflections, provincial@oblates.com.au. 

I am also happy to return towards the end of June to host an evening to answer any questions or 

concerns. 

God bless 

Fr. Christian Fini OMI 

Oblate Provincial 



COUNTERS NEEDED FOR SUNDAYS  

If you can spare about 1 hour on a Sunday morning commencing at 9.30am, please phone Denise at the 

Parish Office.  We need a couple of new Sunday counters. You will not be by yourself but with a group 

and training will be provided. 

ROSTERS FOR CLEANERS NOW BEING COLLATED 

If you can spare about 1 hours during the week on a day of your choosing, every 5th week.  Cleaning of the 

church is done on a rostered basis at a time that suits you.  Please contact Denise at the Parish Office, or if 

you already know someone who does the cleaning and you would like to clean with them, just let Denise 

know and you can be placed onto a roster.  Thank you 

Dates to Remember in May 

Marian Procession - May 19th 2.30pm at Cathedral (change of venue) 

Oblate Feast Day - Tuesday 21st May at 9.15am followed by shared morning tea. 

St Vincent de Paul - Wednesday 22nd May in Foyer at 7.30pm. 

Liturgy Meeting -Thursday 23rd May at 7.30pm held in Parish House.  All welcome. 

St Vincent de Paul - Winter Collection at all Masses over weekend of 25th/26th May 

Sacramental Meeting for Communion- Tues 28 and Wed 29 May for Parents only at 7.30pm 

Annual Reunion Lunch    
We again invite all old scholars with their partners and friends to meet for our Annual Reunion lunch to be held on TUESDAY 
4th JUNE at 12 noon at the Alberton Hotel     
PLEASE RING THE HOTEL (84471069) TO MAKE YOUR BOOKING  
Also inform the hotel what school you attended and your last year.  Please refer any queries to a committee member..Alberton 
Marist Brothers -  Peter Boddington 83805570      Mt Carmel Girls School  -  Pat Hoy 84476463  
Marist Brothers Thebarton  -   Phil McDonald 83971239  

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

Entertainment Books are now available.   

To order your book for this year please contact Trish Garreffa on 8251 0819 or mobile 0402 444 866.                    

Cost $70.    Proceeds of sales goes to St Vincent de Paul. TTG Conference. 

Saint David’s Parish School (Playgroup occurs every  
Tuesday morning from 9am – 10.30am) 

Principal’s Tours:  Saturday, 25 May at 9.30am  

                     Tuesday, 18 June at 9.30am 

To book your place, please phone 8360 6300 or visit the school’s  
website: http://www.stdavids.catholic.edu.au/enrolments/
principal-s-tour-dates  

Marian Procession - change of venue 

Due to inclement weather the 2019 Marian Procession will be relocated to St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral beginning at 2.30pm. 

The Bureau of Meteorology have advised us that the rain will be persistent from morning to night with a thunderstorm to follow. 
In the interest of safety of all participants and suppliers setting up and packing down the event, the decision has been made to 
relocate. 

Please note that there will not be a procession however the liturgy will remain as usual in the Cathedral. We invite all that still 
wish to attend to bring their Parish/Community banner (to be seated on the edges of the Cathedral) and be seated together. 

It is important to note that the Cathedral’s seating capacity is 800 and 1000 standing. Car parking under the Cathedral is 
available but is extremely limited so we advise you allow time and park off site. 

We congratulate the 

Tolentina family who 

are all ministering at  

St David’s Church.   

Altar Servers, Eucharistic 

Ministers  and Children’s 

Liturgy. 

If you would like to 

minister, please speak 

to Father after Mass. 

http://www.stdavids.catholic.edu.au/enrolments/principal-s-tour-dates
http://www.stdavids.catholic.edu.au/enrolments/principal-s-tour-dates


  

Mass Intentions for week commencing 18 May 
Saturday 18: 9.15am -   

5.30pm -  Angelo Abela - RIP 

Sunday 19:   9.00am -   

10.30am -   Michael Fitzgerald - RIP 

5.30pm -   

Monday  20:   9.15am  -   

Tuesday 21:   9.15am -  FEAST OF ST EUGENE DE MAZENOD 

Wednesday 22:   9.15am -   

Thursday 23:   9.15am -  Janina Pawliszewski - RIP 

Cleaners Roster:  22/23 May - Group 1 

Linen for May - M Perry 

NEW ROSTERS FOR CHURCH AND LINEN DUTIES will be 

printed at the end of June.  Please consider helping 

with one of these ministries.  Contact Denise at the 

Parish Office if you would like to help. 

Counting Roster:  Next Weekend - 26/5 -  Group 4 

Morning Tea Hosts -  St David’s: 26/5 - Zofia & Frank 

OLOH :  26/5 -  Coolen/Bennett/McDonald 

food items required:   
Tinned Soup/Corn/Fruit, Rice, Spreads of 
any kind  
 

VINNIES NEWS: Tea Tree Gully members are 
busy with posters and envelopes ready for the Annual 
WINTER APPEAL to be held in the Parish with the launch 
on Sunday 19th May and the collection at Masses the 
following week. Donations this winter are focussed on 
Poverty and Isolation in our community. 
If you are interested in joining Vinnies TTG, we welcome 
you by contacting the President, Neil Dwiar, or any 
members of the conference. 
Neil Dwiar, President  

We are  a  ‘Chi ld Safe ’  Organisat ion  

New SOUTHERN CROSS is now available from the  

foyer.  $2 per copy. 

P l e a s e  p r a y  f o r  t h e  s i c k  o f  o u r  P a r i s h :   

Judith Murray, John King, Malcolm & Trish Read, Dawn Brohier, 

Emma Perry, Robert Perry, Michael Peete and family,  Tony Everett, 

George Willcox, Ros Rimmer, Eva Pawliszewski, Sam Mifsud,  

Colin Atkinson, Mike Pritchard, John Boddington, Michael Nanson, 

Archbishop Philip Wilson,  

R I P  A N N I V E R S A R I E S  

Michael Ahern, Laura Brown, Sheila Hart, James Cashin, Martin 

Regan, Peter Bevers, Kth McLay, Stan Webb, John Dornin, 

Philomena Spykstra, Ellen Beaumont, John Stevenson, Elizabeth 

Geraghty, Nellie Walsh, Arthur Hawkins, Michael Kane, Stefan 

Pawliszewski 

B a p t i s m s :   midday 

Serafina Staltari, daughter of Carlo & Rebecca 

TEA TREE GULLY PARISH 

Phone: 8264 4694           Email: teatreegully@oblates.com.au                    Web Page: http://www.oblates.com.au 

Church Office & Presbytery:  2-4 Vizard Rd, Tea Tree Gully   5091 

Our Lady of Hope Chapel:   Cnr Golden Way & Golden Grove Rd, Greenwith.  5125 

STAFF 

Priests:  Fr James Jeyachandran OMI  - PP (jamesjeya.omi@gmail.com) 

   Fr Reginald Jayamantha OMI  (jayamahaomi@yahoo.com) 

Parish Secretary: Denise Crawford   (teatreegully@oblates.com.au) 

Church Sacristan: David Reynolds     - contact via Parish Office 

Child Safe Contact: Amanda Bartels   - contact via Parish Office 

MASS TIMES  

Sat David’s Church Weekday Mass times:                   Monday - Saturday 9.15am    Rosary - 8.50am daily 

   Weekend Mass times: Saturday Vigil - 5.30pm,     Sunday 10.30am & 5.30pm 

Our Lady of Hope Chapel:    Sunday 9.00am 

Reconciliation:  St David’s Church - Saturday 9.45am - 10.15am  &  5.00pm - 5.20pm (prior to evening Mass) 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: - First Saturday of the month after Morning Mass, during Reconciliation 

Baptism:  - 12 noon  Sundays at St David’s Church - By appointment only  - contact Parish Office 

Marriages:  by Appointment only - contact Parish Office 

The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God remains forever.  
(Isaiah 40:8) 

GOSPEL DISCUSSION NOTES - available from the Foyer 


